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of saving their freedom. But I am painfully conscious of the
fact that my word carries no power with it. I wish I had
the power to stop this mad destruction that is going on in
Europe. I belong to a country that has lost its indepen-
dence and is struggling to be free from the yoke of the
greatest imperialist power on earth. It has adopted the
unique method of non-violence to regain its lost freedom.
Though the method has proved its efficacy to an extent, the
goal seems far off. All that I can, therefore, send to the brave
Poles is my heart-felt prayer for the early termination of
their fearful trial and for the grant of the required strength
to bear the suffering whose very contemplation makes
one shudder. Their cause is just and their victory certain.
For God is always the upholder of justice."
Sevagram, §-9-'39
Harijan, 16-9-1939
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WORKING COMMITTEE'S MANIFESTO
1. The Working Committee have given their earnest
consideration to the grave crisis that has developed owing
to the declaration of war in Europe. The principles which
should guide the nation in the event of war have been
repeatedly laid down by the Congress, and only a month
ago this Committee reiterated them and expressed their dis-
pleasure at the flouting of Indian opinion by the British
Government in India. As a first step to dissociate themselves
from this policy of the British Government, the Committee
called upon the Congress members of the Central Legis-
lative Assembly to refrain from attending the next session.
Since then the British Government have declared India
as a belligerent country, promulgated ordinances, passed
the Government of India Act Amending Bill, and taken
other far-reaching measures which affect the Indian people
vitally, and circumscribe and limit the powers and the acti-
vities of the Provincial Governments. This has been done
without the consent of the Indian people whose declared
wishes in such matters have been deliberately ignored by

